Getting smarter

E]

here are many

WaIys [0 use your

smartphone to not

only improve the
quality of your product, but
also make your greenhouse
business run smoother and
more efficiently. Consider the

e or free

following inexpen
smartphone applications as
some tools to help you.

Quality

If you use QR (quick
response) codes on your plant
tags or marketing materials,
[hc:‘ h-]\‘l“g aw ]‘\ 1 (3] TL‘«'L]
and test those QR codes is
essential. Since QR codes
are relatively new to the
floriculture industry, there
are many instances where
the QR code does not work
as ljll.' n)Jka“"g ll\lcn’\lc\i-
Earlier this year, [ found a

plant tag with a QR code
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that routed the consumer

to a website of a complerely
different plant species than
what was.on _the printed tag.
This has the potential 1o cause
consumer confusion and

frustration with your business.

To avoid this, consider using
your smartphone to check
your QR codes.

Most QR code reader
applications work by simply
opening the application on

your F"lilt)l'll' -I"tl lht‘ll f.ﬂ&ll'-ll'l}:

your phone’s camera toward
a QR code (Photo 2). The

Photo 2
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application will read the QR
code and redirect you 1o

the appropriate website (in
this.case, Photo 3). Some
applications eyen have the

r ()l{ U)LICN.

Most applicarions are also

ability to crea

free or ve

inexpensive. For
the Android smartphone,
some such applications
include QR Droid, QR
Barcode Scanner, ScanLife
Barcode & QR Reader and
AT&T Code Scanner. For

the BlackBerry, available
applications include QR Scan,
QR Code Scanner Pro, Simple
QR Reader and QR Code
Scanner., For the iPhone,
some applications include

QR Reader for iPhone, Scan,
ShopSavvy, RedLaser Barcode
Scanner & QR Code Reader,
ScanLife Barcode Reader —
QR Code & UPC Scanner
and AT&T Code Scanner.
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Productivity

Since many greenhouse
growers plan crops using week
numbsers, another type of
application that is very handy
for use in the greenhouse
industry is one that reminds
you of the current week

of the year. Most of these
applications will display the
current week as a badge on the
application icon itself, so you



don't even have to open the application ro
see the current week number (Photo 4).
Most also allow you to configure whar you
consider to be the first week

of the year. Such applications ®
for iPhone include Week i ; ‘
52 and WeekOrY, while

Photo 4

applications for BlackBerry
include WeekNumber for Calendar and
My Week Numbers. Android applications
include Week Number Widger, Current
Week and Which Week Is Ig?

Another :ppllnddn to consider for
greenhouse business productivity is an
application that allows you to scan paper
documents and turn them into a PDF file
(or another format) and send ir quickly
to someone. For instance, perhaps you've
received a paper substrate analysis Jb
report in the mailar your office and you
want your head grower — who is in the
greenhouse range somewhere — o have
it instantly on his or her phone, but you
don't have a scanner. Smartphone scanning
applications allow you to rake a picture of
the paper report and tumn it into a PDF
file and then quickly send it to someone.

These applications go beyond just using
the camera to send a picrure of the report:
‘They often not only enhance the photo
by using smart page detection, perspective
correction, and image post-processing
(Photo 5), but also allow you ta scan
multiple pages into one file, rotate images
and translate them to
a.pdf.

Many applications
also allow you to send
the finished scanned
document to a recipi-
ent via email, Twitrer,
DropBox, etc., right
inside the applica-
tion itself (Photo
6), which saves you
from having ro do so
from your camera roll
or from you email
application. Such ap-
plications for iPhone

I S
g

=} include GeniusScan,

TurboScan and Scan
- - Pages. The Android
o M market includes
Photo 6 applications like
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GeniusScan, Scan to PDF Free and Droid
Scan Pro PDE For the Blackberry, some such
applications are Scan to PDF, PDF Scanner
and PDF Creator Ultimare. 6

Kristin Getter Is a floriculture outreach speclalist in the
departmant of Horticulture at Michigan State University.
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This article was osiginally published lry
Michigan State University Extension
and republished with parmission. For
more information, visil www.msue.
msy.edu. To contact an expert in your
area, visit expertmsue. msu.edu or call
(B88) 678-3464.
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