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News and Views  

I have never seen a time when lives were so drastically changed as in the recent weeks with 

the Covid-19 challenge. Some of us are still working, some from home. Others relying on 

unemployment and federal stimulus payments. I know of many still waiting for both 

payments. Business owners forced to temporarily close business.  

Some farmers are being greatly impacted by reduced commodity prices. I can not hardly 

imagine the emotional stress associated with dumping your commodity or having no other 

option than to euthanize perfectly healthy, market ready livestock. And feeling the rage of 

reading on social media from a consumer public with so little understanding of how our 

food system works, to comment “they should donate to the local food pantry.” 

Definitely, some farmers have been impacted more than others. I pray that we in agriculture 

can empathize with neighboring farmers that have been more greatly impacted. I for 

example have a small beef operation. I sell calves in the fall. I sell most of my cull cows in 

the summer. While my balance sheet does not look as good as it did on January 1, and 

current feeder calf and cull cow prices are poor, I have yet to sell animals on depressed 

prices. On the other hand, my feedlot customers are feeding steers to overly heavy weights 

or making decisions to euthanize because they do not see opportunities in the near future 

to sell those animals. Dairy farmers are being asked to limit milk production, dump milk and 

then continue feeding cows rather than send to market.  

It’s a tough situation for everybody, and for some even more so. I empathize with those. 

And to compound the problems, we are isolated from some of our best allies. It is probably 

the most bothersome aspect of our situation. MSU Extension employees are working from 

home with directions to not be working in face to face situations. It is difficult to program 

this way. To not be able to interact. It is an emotional aspect removed. So we try to interact 

via electronic media, phone, email etc. We have many good articles and links on our website 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/farm_management/Agribusiness-Resources-for-Novel-

Coronavirus/ and we have opportunities to work via ZOOM, an interactive computer 

program. We have been communicating with Farm Bureau and USDA Agencies in an 

attempt to communicate and reach out to farmers. Unfortunately, this newsletter is only 

able to go out via email because we do not have access to our office to print and mail hard 

copies.  

Hopefully, our resources will be useful to farmers getting through these difficult times. 

Please feel free to reach out via phone or email. We can do lots of one on one programming 

over the phone. I believe this last quarantine extension could be the last and we will try to 

get back to some sense of normalcy. Please feel free to reach out for help. 

Frank Wardynski  wardynsk@msu.edu  Mobile 906-281-0918 
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 Alfalfa nurse crop study completed in U.P. 

Results from a single-year study show little difference in 1st crop alfalfa yield following establishment with, or without nurse 
crop  

Jim Isleib, Extension Educator 

An alfalfa nurse crop study supported by the Michigan State University Extension Project GREEEN Research Proposal fund 
was begun in May 2018 and completed in July 2019 at the MSU Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center in Chatham, 
Michigan.  The objectives of the project were: 

1.  Compare the impact of various nurse crop species and seeding rates on alfalfa plant stand establishment  
2.  Compare the combined forage yield of various nurse crop species and alfalfa during the establishment year and first 

cutting of alfalfa during the following year 

Nineteen nurse crop treatments were included in the study.  They consisted of oats, barley or spring triticale, with and 
without field peas, at three seeding rates each.  A ‘no-nurse crop’ treatment was included.  Four replications of nurse crop 
plots of one planter width (ten feet) by sixty feet long were drilled into tilled ground on May 14 and 15, 2018.  Alfalfa at 
eighteen pounds per acre was immediately seeded over these plots with a Brillion seeder.  150 pounds per acre of urea 
fertilizer was applied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1:  Alfalfa nurse crop seeding rates 

Statistical analysis of the alfalfa yields from the first cutting on July 2, 2019 showed that there were no statistically significant 
differences among the 19 treatments, and the “no nurse crop” treatment was not different from the average of all the nurse 
crop treatments.  However, there was a difference between the small grain species used as nurse crops.  Triticale was best.  
The oats and barley were not different from each other.  The addition of forage peas had no effect on first cutting alfalfa 
yields in the year following establishment.  Statistical analysis of the stem counts from July 26, 2019 show no difference in 
alfalfa stand between nurse crop treatments.  The average stem count from July 26, 2019 was 34.5 stems per square foot, 
indicating about 60% yield potential.  There was high variability in stand within each plot. 

In summary: 

• The average seeding year nurse crop yields including all seeding rates suggest a forage yield advantage with oats or 
barley over triticale when seeded without peas. When peas are included, oats plus peas had the best yield, followed by 
barley plus peas and triticale plus peas.  

• The various nurse crop species and seeding rates did not appear to have an impact on alfalfa stand establishment in this 
trial.  Unfavorably dry weather following planting may have resulted in poor alfalfa stand establishment. 

• Statistical analysis of alfalfa yields from the first cutting on July 2, 2019 showed that there were no differences among the 
19 treatments, and the “no nurse crop” treatment was not different from the average of all the nurse crop treatments. 

• There was a difference in alfalfa yield between the small grain species used as nurse crops.  Triticale was best.  The oats 
and barley were not different from each other. 

• Statistical analysis of the stem counts from July 26, 2019 show no difference in alfalfa stand between nurse crop 
treatments. 

• Based on simple averages, higher nurse crop yields were followed by lower alfalfa yields, and vice versa. 
• This is a one-year, single location trial and results should not be considered final or absolute. 

 

 

Nurse crop Low seeding rate 

(lbs/a) 

Medium seeding 

rate (lbs/a) 

High seeding rate 

(lbs/a) 

Control – no nurse crop 0 0 0 

Goliath oats 16 32 48 

Goliath oats + 4010 peas (50% by weight) 50 75 100 

Kewaunee barley 24 48 72 

Silobuster Plus barley + peas 50 75 100 

Spring triticale 25 50 75 

Silobuster Plus triticale + peas 50 75 100 

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/alfalfa-stand-assessment-is-this-stand-good-enough-to-keep/
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Nurse crop 
  
  

Seeding 
Rate 

DM/Acre 
 7/10/18 

nurse 
crop 

DM/
Acre 

7/2/19 
Alfalfa 
1st cut 

DM/Acre 
Combined 

Yield 

Alfalfa stem 
count (Avg 
9/12/18 & 
7/26/19) 

Alfalfa yield 
potential 
based on 

stem count 

None - 0.63 1.74 2.37 31.5 57 

Kewaunee 
barley Low 1.53 

  
1.52 

  
3.05 

  
32 

57 

Kewaunee 
barley Medium 2.00 

  
1.61 

  
3.61 

  
36.5 

65 

Kewaunee 
barley High 2.00 

  
1.55 

  
3.55 

  
37 

66 

Goliath oat Low 1.47 1.61 3.08 31 55 

Goliath oat Medium 2.02 1.64 3.66 28.5 51 

Goliath oat High 1.93 1.61 3.54 31.5 56 

Triticale Low 1.26 1.80 3.06 31 55 

Triticale Medium 1.42 1.71 3.13 35.5 63 

Triticale High 1.72 1.66 3.38 33.5 60 

Goliath oat 
plus 4010 peas Low 2.09 

  
1.59 

  
3.68 

  
29.5 

53 

Goliath oat 
plus 4010 peas Medium 2.20 

  
1.53 

  
3.73 

  
29 

52 

Goliath oat 
plus 4010 peas High 2.36 

  
1.58 

  
3.94 

  
35.5 

63 

Silobuster 
barley plus 
4010 peas Low 1.74 

  
  

1.66 

  
  

3.40 

  
  

36 

64 

Silobuster 
barley plus 
4010 peas Medium 1.97 

  
  

1.63 

  
  

3.60 

  
  

33.5 

60 

Silobuster 
barley plus 
4010 peas High 2.02 

  
  

1.73 

  
  

3.75 

  
  

32.5 

59 

Silobuster 
triticale plus 
4010 peas Low 1.49 

  
  

1.78 

  
  

3.27 

  
  

38 

68 

Silobuster 
triticale plus 
4010 peas Medium 1.48 

  
  

1.60 

  
  

3.08 

  
  

38 

68 

Silobuster 
triticale plus 
4010 peas High 1.73 

  
  

1.73 

  
  

3.46 

  
  

36.5 

68 

AVERAGE   1.74 1.65 3.39 33.5 60 

Table 2:  Average nurse crop yields and stem counts.  25 stems = 44% yield potential (YP), 30 stems = 53% YP, 35 
stems = 62% YP, 40 stems = 72% YP, 45 stems = 81% YP, 50 stems = 90% YP, >56 stems = 100% YP (from University 
of Wisconsin Extension “Alfalfa Stand Assessment: Is this stand good enough to keep?”) 

Bill Cook, Forester/Biologist from FBIC, shares some informational websites: 

Michigan Forests Forever Teachers Guide [https://mff.forest.mtu.edu] 

U.P. Tree Identification [http://uptreeid.com] 

Michigan Forest Pathways [http://miforestpathways.net] 

Michigan Wood Energy [http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/wood_energy 

“BeLEAF It or Not!” YouTube channel:  [https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9Xlg9034e27aWm77vL-6Fg] 

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/alfalfa-stand-assessment-is-this-stand-good-enough-to-keep/


 4 

 

 
The Recipes for Forage Success meeting cancelled at Escanaba and Mass City is now available in recorded 
segments online. 

Jim Isleib, Michigan State University Extension  

Forage production is a key component of most farm operations in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The term forage means different 
things to different farmers: dry hay, pasture, corn silage, haylage, baleage, peas and oats, alfalfa. The list could go on. Michigan 
State University Extension and MSU researchers continually explore options to improve forages systems on Michigan farms. Kim 
Cassida, MSU’s forage specialist, includes forage trials in the Upper Peninsula in her statewide program. Her website, MSU 
Forage Connection, contains a wealth of Michigan forage information. In addition, local staff from the MSU Upper Peninsula 
Research and Extension Center and county-based MSU Extension staff conduct trials based on farmer interest and input. 

Statewide and locally generated forage information is shared through newsletter articles, the MSU Extension website, ag media 
and face-to-face educational meetings with farmers. These meetings are usually scheduled in winter months when farmers have 
more time available to attend. 

This year, the Recipes for Forage Success meeting was scheduled for locations in Chippewa, Delta and Ontonagon counties. 
Unfortunately, the Governor’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive order resulted in the cancellation of two of these meetings. To 
make the meeting content available, presenters have provided video recordings of their segments of the meeting. These 
recordings are available online at any time and include captions to improve accessibility. The presenters have agreed to respond 
to any questions you may have about their presentations. Their contact information is included below along with the internet 
links to their presentations. 

Segment #1:  Intro, new MSUE forage bulletins, alfalfa nurse crop study (25 min, 0 sec) – presented by Jim Isleib, MSU 
Extension Upper Peninsula crop production educator based in Alger County 
Description: An introduction and description of three recent MSU Extension forage-related publications as well as results of a 
2018-2019 alfalfa nurse crop study in Chatham, Michigan. 
Segment #2:  MSU U.P. Forage Trials and Results (26 min, 0 sec) presented by James DeDecker, director of the MSU Upper 
Peninsula Research and Education Center in Chatham. 
Description: An overview of several forage research projects conducted at the Center and on various cooperating farms in the 
region. 
Segment #3: Annual Forages (20 min, 24 sec) and Bale Grazing (13 min, 57 sec) presented Jeremy Sweeten, farmer from Dafter, 
Michigan, and forage agronomist for CISCO Seeds. Cell phone: 765-427-7966. 
Email: jeremysweeten@ciscoseeds.com  Description: Annual forage options and bale grazing. 
Segment #4:  Fertilize with Hay (13 min, 50 sec) presented by Frank Wardynski, MSU Extension livestock educator based in 
Ontonagon County 

Description: Improving soil fertility through feeding hay on pastures. 

 “RECIPES FOR FORAGE SUCCESS” 

MSU Extension Upper Peninsula 2020 winter forage meeting 

TOPIC LINK SPEAKER SPEAKER CONTACT 

Intro, new MSUE forage 
bulletins, alfalfa nurse 

crop study 

(25 min, 0 sec) 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_q6t1a83g 

  

Jim Isleib Cell:  906-250-9609 

Office:  906-387-2530 

isleibj@msu.edu 

MSU U.P. Forage Trials 
and Results 

(26 min, 0 sec) 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_z7j7j957 

  

James DeDecker Cell:  989-225-3221 

Office:  906-439-5176 

dedecke5@msu.edu 

Annual Forages 

(20 min, 24 sec) 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_wh12hip1 Jeremy Sweeten  

Cell:  765-427-7966 

jeremysweeten 
@ciscoseeds.com 

Bale Grazing 

(13 min, 57 sec) 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_fi2atq33 

  

Jeremy Sweeten 

Fertilize with Hay https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_9scl9g9q  
Frank  

Wardynski 

Cell:  906-281-0918 

Office:  906-884-4386 

wardynsk@msu.edu 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_q6t1a83g
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/james_isleib
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_z7j7j957
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/james_dedecker
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_wh12hip1
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_fi2atq33
mailto:jeremysweeten@ciscoseeds.com
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_9scl9g9q
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/frank_wardynski
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_q6t1a83g
mailto:isleibj@msu.edu
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_z7j7j957
mailto:dedecke5@msu.edu
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_wh12hip1
mailto:jeremysweeten@ciscoseeds.com
mailto:jeremysweeten@ciscoseeds.com
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_fi2atq33
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_9scl9g9q
mailto:wardynsk@msu.edu
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Classifieds 
 

FOR SALE:  Pregnant Black Angus Cows, most due in the month 
of May, but possibly into the month of June.  Contact Jon (906)
265-9333 or email jahlberg@fast-air.net 
 
FOR SALE:  Mixed hay, large round bales, 4’x4’, $25/bale.  Call 
Al  (906)647-6697. 
 

FOR SALE:  Hay, large square bales 3x3x7.75 Timothy grass, 
4,000 to sell. Former dairy farm doing all big square bales hay.  
Call Dave Bell in the EUP 906-440-6455 or email 
Bellsdairy@yahoo.com.  Also a realtor in the UP so contact me 
for real estate here.  Dave@smith-company.com  

HERD REDUCTION:  Red Angus heifers and bulls.  Top 
bloodlines.  Gentle and easy to handle. (906) 238-4236. 

Beautiful property in the Upper Michigan, 130 acres In Perkins 
for sale or pasture for rent for livestock for the 2020 season. 
Beautiful river running through it. Great for hunting, building or 
developing, or simple grazing livestock.  Land is divided into 9 
paddocks with high tensile electric fence and 5 stock watering 
ponds. Call (906) 359-4825. 

FARM FOR SALE: Upper Peninsula Farm with over 1,100 acres, 
water access, maple syrup production, and much more!  Shady 
Lane Farms 
http://shadylnfarms.wixsite.com/shadylnfarms 
Henry DeGroot (906) 238-4251  
hjdegroot@alphacomm.net 
 
 

FOR SALE:  John Deere B.  Clean, less than 50 hrs on rebuild.  
Allis-Chalmers C.  New paint, runs good.  Hay Hauler.  Hauls up 
to 10—4x6 round bales, use spear on back, don’t have to 
unhook.  Call Terry (906)644-2777. 
 
 

 

 

Free, weekly ‘Virtual Breakfast’ program through growing 
season offered by MSU Extension  

Includes valuable ag weather forecast 

It is easy to join the highly popular webinar meeting 

Spring planting season has already started in parts of Michigan 
and the Michigan State University (MSU) Extension Field Crops 
Team has scheduled the 2020 Virtual Breakfast Series.  

How can field crops producers get weather, crop management, 
and pest information? 

Beginning April 16th, at 7:00 a.m. on Thursday’s during the 
growing season, you can get the latest information from our 
MSU Field Crops specialists and educators.  The scheduled topics 
will be fluid, flexible and focused on the most current topics. All 
field crop producers, agribusiness professionals, government 
agency personnel, and others interested in field crops production 
and management are encouraged to participate in our annual 
webinar based series.  

What’s Planned? 

The webinar series has two segments each week. The first part of 
the webinar will focus on a specific topic such as early season 
weed control (a very hot topic this year) or mitigating rutted and 
rough fields. The second portion of the webinar will be devoted 
to weather featuring Dr. Jeff Andresen, MSU Climatologist. A 
question and answer period is available every week. 

In 2019, the MSUE Field Crops Team was able to provide up-to-
date information on delayed planting due to the excessive wet 
spring and fall. This segment was neither planned nor anticipated 
when we started in the spring, but it was important and 
necessary information last year. In a nutshell, we want to provide 
what the producers need to be successful. The programs are live 
at 7:00 a.m. or you can view the recorded version at any time. All 
recorded versions will be closed-captioned. These will be 
available at the MSUE Field Crops website and many other media 
platforms. 

How Can I Join? 

Participating is easy! You can join the live version using a 
computer, tablet, mobile device or regular phone line. Follow the 
Zoom link at https://msu.zoom.us/j/552324349 to join online, 
or call in by dialing 669-900-6833, Meeting ID: 552-324-349. 
Simply download the Zoom app and you will be ready to join 
every week.  

Here are the links for the Zoom app on your cell phones:  

Apple       -     https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id546505307  

Android   -     https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=us.zoom.videomeetings  

If you get busy and would like to receive an email reminder every 
Wednesday with the topic, time and link for the Virtual 
Breakfast, sign up at http://eepurl.com/gm-PIv . Participants 
receiving emails can opt in or out at any time.   

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for breaking news: 
@MSUEFieldCrops.  For more information, contact Phil Kaatz at 
kaatz@msu.edu or call 810-667-0341. 

Marlette Livestock Auction  
Monthly Dairy & Feeder Cattle Auctions  

Sale Date May 16 
Featuring Dairy Cattle, Cow/Calf Pairs & Bred Brood Cows, 

Breeder Bulls, & Feeder Steers & Heifers 
Hay & Straw Auction - Every Monday @ 12:00 PM 

1000+ Small Squares & 150+ Rounds/Large Squares Weekly 
Livestock Auction - Every Monday @ 1:00 PM 

Including Calves, Sheep & Goats, Feeders, Hogs, Bulls, Beef, & 
Butcher Cows 

6381 Euclid St., Marlette, MI 48453 
Robert Filhart, Owner (989)330-6005 
Haley Filhart, Owner (989)430-2055 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/field_crops/index
https://msu.zoom.us/j/552324349%20
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id546505307
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings
http://eepurl.com/gm-PIv
mailto:kaatz@msu.edu
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Your source for Polled Genetics 

Richlo Dairy Farms 

Engadine, MI  

Polled Holstein, Jersey & Norwegian Red Bulls 

available!   

Employment Opportunities! 

For all information on polled bulls in AI, call 

Jonathan (906) 477-6505 

At the heart of growing America 
100 years of Ag Experience 

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting 
 

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI 
(906) 786-4487  Fax:  (906) 786-3450 

 
St. Louis Sale every Monday 
Collection point in Escanaba 

Call for more information (989) 681-2191 

SMC 

Stephenson Marketing Cooperative 
We want to be your first choice! 

Agricultural Services & Supplies 
 

Stephenson, MI Powers, MI 
                     (800) 445-6167              (800) 962-3008 

Aurora, WI 
(800) 962-3007 

Market Report 
Choice Steers   $75-$96 per 100 lbs.  
Holstein Steers   $60-$82 per 100 lbs.  
Hogs    $48—$52 per 100 lbs.  
Lambs    $120-$140 per 100 lbs.  
Cull cows   $40-$52 per 100 lbs.  
Calves    $50—$145 per 100 lbs.  
Goats    $200—$300 per 100 lbs.  
Breeding and Feeder Animals  
Grade Holstein cows    $1250-$1700/head  
Grade Holstein bred heifers  $1400-$1800/head 

Feed Prices across the U.P.     
          Avg. $/cwt    Avg. $/ton    Price Range 
Corn  $11.53     $230.50 $180-342 
Soymeal $19.74     $394.75 $372-450 
Oats  $13.49    $269.75 $239-340 
Barley  $11.78    $235.50 $180-310 
Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots 

Skinners 
 

Pickford, MI 
(906) 647-5655 or  

(877) 647-2500 

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston, 
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland 

President: Bruce Berkompas 

Secretary: Mary Robertson 

(906)635-7250 

chippewacounty@ctyfb.com 
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Ray’s Feed Mill 
 

Ration & Crop           

Consultants 

Feed  Seed  Fertilizer 

 

(800) 832-1822 or (906) 466-2231 

Bark River & Norway 

President: Dan Bahrman 

Secretary:  Jessie Papes 

(906)789-9373 

hiawathaland@ctyfb.com 

Registered Maine Anjou and Angus 

CLAY KNOLL FARMS 

Open & Bred Heifers and Breeding Age 

Bulls Available 

 

Breeding cattle to impact the  

present and influence the future.  

                               Breeding Stock—Bulls 

Show Prospects–Steers 

Duane & Lisa Simpkins & Sons 

Duane Cell 989-329-6141 

Lisa Cell  989-578-0328 

Gary & Jan Simpkins 

Home 989-426-8185 

Cell 989-329-4668 

Gladwin, MI 

Johnson Brothers Livestock 
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI 

 

Buying or Hauling Cattle 

St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays 

 

Call Gary Johnson  

Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099 

Steve Cell (906) 399-2858 

Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. 
 

Sale 1st Wednesday of each month 
Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at noon 

Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business 

If you’re thinking about selling your herd, or a portion of 
it, call us!  We can help!   

Hay & Straw available 
Robert Filhart (989) 330-6005  

www.rosebushsalebarn.com  

Weston, WI 
(715) 573-4924   

www.srangus.com   
 

Service age bulls, open females and show prospects 
for sale private treaty.  Bulls are fertility tested 

and bred for calving ease and performance.   

Follow U.P.  Agriculture on  

Facebook!  

MSU Extension Upper Peninsula  
Agriculture@MSUEUPAg  

and  
MSU Upper Peninsula Research and  

Extension Center @MSUUPREC 
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 Michigan State University 
Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center 
P.O. Box 168, E3774 University Drive 
Chatham, MI 49816 

Serving the Upper Peninsula Agricultural Industry 

Michigan State University Extension is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University programs and 
materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disabil-

ity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status, or veteran status.   

U.P. Ag Connections appreciates the support of this newsletter by our advertisers, however in no way does this imply endorsement  
of any specific products or services. 

If you do not wish to receive this publication, please contact Michelle at colema98@msu.edu or (906) 439-5114 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

COVID-19 and Food Safety         

By Landen Tetil, Marquette County Conservation District 

Currently, there is no evidence that COVID-19 can be transmitted through fresh produce (PMA, verified March 25). While this is 
reassuring, produce growers should still take precautions against the possibility of transmitting COVID-19 through food or food 
packaging.  
 
There is plenty of overlap in the hygiene and sanitation practices required by FSMA's Produce Safety Rule and the practices that 
could help slow the spread of COVID-19. Food safety measures are important for produce farmers to practice all yearlong, 
including:  
 
• Clean all food contact surfaces (direct and adjacent) 
• Sanitize cleaned food contact surfaces with a sanitizer labeled safe for food contact surfaces 
• Stay home & away from produce when sick 
• Wash hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds 
 
Additional steps produce growers can take to protect themselves and others against COVID-19 include: 
 
• Practice social distancing by keeping more space between workers 
• Minimize the number of times produce is touched by different people 
• Avoid sharing tools and equipment  
• Plans in place if workers become ill 
• Communicate changes with your customers 
• Consider alternative or additional delivery routes to minimize person-to-person contact 
 

It is also important to note that at this time, no infections via the fecal-oral route have been clinically verified. However, a recent 
research study found that fecal samples taken from COVID-19 positive patients contained the virus. Respiratory transmission 
remains the most significant infection route.  
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https://www.unitedfresh.org/coronavirus-consumer-resource-page/
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-modernization-act-fsma/fsma-final-rule-produce-safety
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/covid-19-and-food-safety-questions-from-fruit-and-vegetable-growers
https://blog.uvm.edu/cwcallah/2020/03/18/considerations-for-fruit-and-vegetable-growers-related-to-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langas/article/PIIS2468-1253(20)30083-2/fulltext

