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Horseweed (Erigeron canadensis L.), also known as marestail, is 

an annual weed that can follow a winter or summer annual life cy-

cle. While horseweed can emerge in the fall, we have recently ob-

served more horseweed emergence from early spring through 

summer (March through August). Horseweed matures in late sum-

mer, allowing for greater competition with crops. Horseweed tradi-

tionally starts out as a rosette, however, we have observed plants 

emerging in more of a bolted form in the spring and summer. 

Horseweed bolts in April-June, flowers in July-August, and sets 

and disperses seed from August through October. These plants 

not only reduce soybean yield, but large mature plants may inter-

fere with soybean harvest. Each plant can produce up to 200,000 seeds that travel long distances in 

the wind. Up to 86% of seeds produced can germinate right off the plant and 59 to 91% of fall emerg-

ing seedlings can survive the winter, causing problems in the next springôs crop.   
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Horseweed resistance to the ALS-inhibitors (Group 2), triazines (Group 5), and glyphosate (Group 9) 

have been identified in Michigan. However, horseweed resistance to multiple herbicides including, 

glyphosate and ALS-inhibitors, are common in Michigan. These multiple resistance profiles make it 

difficult to manage horseweed, since glyphosate will not control horseweed in the burndown  application 

or postemergence in Roundup Ready soybean. If ALS-resistance is present the use of PRE or POST 

applications of  Classic (chlorimuron), FirstRate (cloransulam), or other ALS-inhibitors will not effectively 

control horseweed. Horseweed management strategies need to rely heavily on effective burndown 

treatments that include 6 to 8 weeks of residual control from PRE herbicides, as well as, the use of soy-

beans with other herbicide-resistant traits for postemergence herbicide options.  
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