
Extension

purdue.edu/extension

Dicamba Update

2019



3/26/2019 23/26/2019 2

Extension

purdue.edu/extension

35
54

95

62 69 64 68

108 100
85 90

287 289

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

# 
C

o
m

p
la

in
ts

YEAR

OISC Annual Drift Complaints 



3/26/2019 33/26/2019 3

Extension

purdue.edu/extension

• 2017 total off-target movement (drift) 
complaints… 287

• 2017 dicamba drift complaints… 132

• 2017 percentage dicamba of total drift… 46%

• 2018 total drift complaints… 289

• 2018 dicamba drift complaints… 146

• 2018 percentage dicamba of total drift… 51%
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Year Total Drift Dicamba    Percent

2013 108 3 3 %

2014 100 5 5%

2015 85 8 9%

2016 90 3 3%

2017 287 132 46%

2018 289                   146           51%
*2018 data is only partial at this point
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2018 Label Changes Included

• RUP classification

• Mandatory dicamba-specific training for all users 

• Mandatory detailed recordkeeping requirements, 
including weather

• Prohibit application near downwind sensitive 
crops

• Clarified mandatory buffer requirements

• Reduced max. wind speed from 15 to 10 mph

• Beefed up tank cleaning requirements
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• Evidence of off-target movement…100%

• No documented violation… 15%

• Documented drift violation only… 0%

• Documented drift management violation only… 71%

• Documented drift violation + drift management violation… 
14%

2018 OISC Dicamba Investigations
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Comparison of Investigations

Applicator License
Commercial 23% 35%
Private 62% 63%
No license 15% 2%

Target Crop or Site
Soybeans 92% 82%

Corn 6% 17%
Other 2% 1%

Product Applied
Engenia 45% 56%

FeXapan 7% 5%
Xtendimax 40% 32%
Other dicamba 8% 6%

2017 2018
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Xtend Soybean

Not Xtend Soybean
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Route of Off-Target Pesticide Movement

• Drift = misuse, if it can be proved

• Application during inversion = misuse, if it can be 

proved

• Volatilization = not misuse, if it can be proved
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2017 & 2018 Dicamba Complaint Violations 

Total violative cases 93% 65% (?)

Off-target movement from drift 23% 13%

Wind blowing toward adjacent 
sensitive crops 46% 59%

Wind (or gusts) greater than 10 mph 4% 5% 

Wind less than 3 mph 8% 7%

All drift management ? 56%

2017 2018
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2019 Dicamba Label Changes
• Everyone handling dicamba MUST be certified

– Can no longer operate under the supervision of a 
certified applicator

• Annual dicamba training is required

– Will NOT be provided by Purdue Extension or OISC

– BASF, Bayer, and Corteva will provide trainings

• Applications up to R1 (flowering) or 45 days 
after planting

• Application hours from 1 hour after sunrise 
until 2 hours before sunset
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2019 Dicamba Label Changes
• Managed areas can be included in downwind 

buffers
– Mowed roadsides, rights-of-way, managed 

pastures, etc…

• Application records must be generated within 
72 hours of application

• Do not allow tank mix to exceed pH 5.0

• Omni-directional 57’ buffers for endangered 
species protection
– Posey & Harrison Counties only



https://www.oisc.purdue.edu/pesticide/dicamba.html
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2019 OISC Compliance Strategy
• Increase monitoring & investigation of incidents involving 

tomatoes, vegetables, grapes, melons, gardens, 
ornamentals, flowers, trees, & organic crops.

• For complaints of exposure to soybeans, on-site 
confirmation of dicamba exposure symptomology, but no 
attempt to document cause. 

• For insistent soybean exposure complainants, request a 
significant amount of upfront information & detail before 
initiating an investigation.

• Utilize certification suspension & revocation for egregious 
violators. *

• Work with stakeholders to identify measurement(s) of 
success for safe & effective application in 2019 & beyond.    
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If investigation found that mandatory training not attended,
Enforcement action = Revocation of certification for 5 YEARS

Applicators must do basics. 

For 5 years cannot apply any Restricted Use Pesticide (ex. 
atrazine, gramoxone)

Retest at end of 5 years

2019 OISC Compliance Strategy
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