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NEWS & VIEWS  
By Frank Wardynski, MSU Extension Educator 

 

As I write this, my kids are home getting animals and tack ready to move into the county fair. While the 

weather here today is not good for making hay, it is pleasant for the animals. I probably make note of this eve-

ry year because I believe it is so important. Pay special attention to the care of your animals during exhibition. 

Only a little over a week ago the temps and humidity were in the 90’s and keeping livestock comfortable was 

difficult to near impossible. If that weather presents itself during the fair, we will have a huge job in front of 

ourselves to do everything we can to make the animals as comfortable as possible. Ventilation is critical and 

unfortunately we have many livestock barns at fairs, across the country, that are poorly ventilated. Using fans 

becomes critical. Make sure animals are offered water frequently. Use the wash racks to wet the animals to 

allow evaporative cooling. Animals that suffer from heat stress become much more susceptible to illness. If 

animals get sick at the fair, get help quick. Call a vet or ask for guidance from a knowledgeable livestock per-

son. Fair time is our opportunity, in the livestock industry, to show the public how incredibly well we care for 

our animals. Let’s make sure we do it right every day. 

 

     Last month I pointed out the importance of developing plans and having 

     plans to deal with the situations when our plans don’t work. Much of the 

     Western U.P. has been incredibly wet this year. I have many ruts in 

     fields to prove it and conversations with other farms prove that I’m not 

     alone. I have been stuck more times making hay this year than I care to 

     talk about. I have an in-line balage wrapper. So part of my plan to deal 

     with rainy hay making weather is to make balage. On two separate occa

     sions I saw the radar indicating big storms were coming. So rather than 

     let the hay get rained on, I hurried up and baled the hay as balage just in 

     time to beat the rain. I was so proud and happy!! Then in the pouring 

     rain, I went to start hauling and wrapping. I’m set up to do this all by 

     myself with a loader tractor in the field and a skid loader at the wrapper. 

     I couldn’t get the loads out of the field. It was mostly on the dirt roads 

     going back to the fields. Muddin’ is probably fun with big powerful 

     trucks, but not so much when you are making hay. I had to go get help 

     for someone to drive the truck and trailer while I pushed with the tractor. 

     I was slipping and sliding, cutting ruts all over the place. Even the  

     wrapper got stuck. Those of you that really know me, know I don’t mind 

     laughing at myself once in a while. So while I’m cussing the situation, I 

     started thinking of last month’s article where I so pompously tell the 

     world to develop plans. And I started laughing and thought, what do you 

     do when your plans don’t work? IMPROVISE! 

 

     So let’s have a great fair season and a good harvest.   

             ~Frank 



MARKET REPORT    (7/26/13) 
By Frank Wardynski, MSU Extension Educator 
 

Market Ready Prices 
 

Choice Steers  $105-$131    per 100 lbs. 

Holstein Steers   $100-$115    per 100 lbs. 

Hogs   $68-$77        per 100 lbs. 

Lambs    $100-$120    per 100 lbs.  

Cull cows  $65-$87        per 100 lbs.  

Calves   $84-$145      per 100 lbs. 

Goats   $75-$125      per 100 lbs. 
 

Breeding and Feeder Animals   

 

Grade Holstein cows           $1300 - 1700 per head 

Grade Holstein bred heifers     $1200 - 1600 per head 
 

Feed Prices across the U.P.  (7/22/13)    
 

      Avg. $/cwt    Avg. $/ton    Price Range 

Corn          $18.28         $365.50  $295-436 

Soymeal        $35.15         $703.00      $605-801 

Oats          $19.10         $382.00  $260-504 

Barley           $16.15              $323.00  $250-396 
Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots 

Wanted & For Sale Listings 
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Strategic Growth Initiative Grant Program 

to Boost Michigan's Growing Food and Ag-

riculture Industry: $3 million available to 

solve industry barriers 
 

Heather Throne, 517-373-1085 or 

throneh@michigan.gov                      

 

LANSING, Mich. – Today, Michigan Department of Agriculture 

and Rural Development (MDARD) Director Jamie Clover Adams 

announced a $3 million grant program designed to break down 

barriers inhibiting the growth of Michigan’s food and agriculture 

industry.  The grant program is a joint venture between MDARD 

and the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC).  
 

“The Strategic Growth Initiative Grant Program provides an op-

portunity to leverage business development and growth for Mich-

igan’s $91.4 billion food and agriculture industry,” said Clover 

Adams. “With increased investment in our state’s food and agri-

culture industry, we are fostering opportunities for job growth in 

high tech and innovative careers.”   
 

"Food processing and its ties to manufacturing in Michigan are an 

important part of our overall economy," said Michael A. Finney, 

President and CEO of MEDC.  "We need programs to help this 

sector continue growing, and expanding jobs throughout the 

state.  Whatever barriers we can eliminate through these grants 

are steps in the right direction of improving our economic come-

back." 
 

This grant program is a direct result of the Governor’s 2011 Sum-

mit on production agriculture and recommendations from the 

House Agriculture Sub-committee on Agricultural Processing.  

This initiative will help focus on economic opportunities for 

Michigan’s food processors, agri-business, and those in agricul-

tural production to foster business development, talent, and 

growth.  Additionally, MDARD and MEDC will coordinate and 

cooperate with universities and research organizations to bring 

the latest technology and information to improve Michigan’s food 

and agriculture industry. 
 

The funding for the Strategic Growth Initiative will be evaluated 

through a competitive scoring process. Applicants for grant funds 

will be asked to describe how the project potentially impacts and 

produces measurable outcomes for the food and agriculture in-

dustry and/or the public rather than a single organization, institu-

tion, or individual.  
 

All application materials including the program overview and 

scoring sheet are available on MDARD’s website at 

www.michigan.gov/mdagrants. Applications must be received by 

3 pm Wednesday, October 2, 2013. 

 

Personal ads will be removed monthly.  We reserve the right to edit your ad.  Free ads 

must be no more than 110 spaces. Please respect the space requirements. You can 

always purchase an ad if more space is required.  Please call or email your ad no later 

than the 15th of each month.  Call the Ontonagon County MSU Extension office at 

906-884-4386 or email msue66@msu.edu.  

For Sale:  Icelandic sheep-ewes, ewe lambs, and ram 

lambs.  Various colors; some can be registered.  Most are 

$200.  Possible to get a starter flock.  Call 906-282-5065. 

For Sale: 2013 Hay Round Bales 4x5 Net Wrapped Alfalfa/

Brome, Timothy Mix $70 per Bale CASH Only 

        Contact: 906-438-2381 

For Sale: Chicken-Chicken-Chicken 

Farm Raised chicken – USDA approved . Vacuum Packed Fresh 

& Ready to Go!!! Quartered $2.75/lb and Whole $2.50/lb 

  Contact: 906-438-2381 or 715-850-1120 

For past issues of the U.P. Ag 

Connections newsletter visit: 

http://www.agbioresearch.msu.edu/

uprc/newsletter.html 

mailto:throneh@michigan.gov
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMwNzI1LjIxNDc5MjgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMDcyNS4yMTQ3OTI4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjA1MjY4JmVtYWlsaWQ9bXN1ZS5vbnRvbmFnb25AY291bnR5Lm1zdS5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPW1zd
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Upper Peninsula Potato Field Day 

August 28th, 2013 

TJJ Farms 
12617 Summer Meadow  

Cornell, MI 49818 
 

Starting at 4 p.m. 
 

Welcome and U.P. Potato Research Update - 

 Christian Kapp, MSU AgBio Research 

Update on MSU Upper Peninsula Research and  

Extension Center- 

 Ashley Mcfarland, Center Coordinator 

Michigan Potato Industry Overview- 

 Mike Wenkel, Executive Director, Michigan 

 Potato Industry Commission 

Variety Report- 

 Chris Long, MSU Potato Specialist 

Seed Industry Update- 

 Jeff Axford, Executive Director, Michigan 

 Seed Potato Association 

Soil Health Research Update- 

 Noah Rosenzweig, Post-Doctoral Researcher, 

 MSU Dept of Plant Pathology 

Potato Disease Update- 

 Willie Kirk, Associate Professor, MSU Dept. 

 of Plant Pathology 

Cover Crops for Colorado Potato Beetle  

Management- 

 James DeDecker, MSU Extension Agriculture 

 Educator 

Dinner-Sponsored by Great Lakes Agri. Service, Inc 

Hiawathaland Farm Bureau offers MAEAP 

and RUP credit session and barbeque  

dinner at Chatham on August 7 
 

The Hiawathaland Farm Bureau annual picnic will be 

held on Wednesday, August 7 at the MSU Upper Pen-

insula Research and Extension Center in Chatham.  

The event will feature an optional 2-hour educational 

session from 4:00 – 6:00 pm for interested people pro-

vided by MAEAP water quality technician Holly 

Wendrick and MSU Extension crop production educa-

tor Jim Isleib.  MAEAP Phase 1 credit and 2 MDA 

pesticide applicator recertification credits are available 

to those who attend the educational session.  Topics 

will include:  economic thresholds for crop treatment, 

drift management, pesticide storage and container dis-

posal, Farm-A-Syst program demo, selecting organic 

pest control products, and sprayer calibration.   
 

The complimentary barbeque dinner will be served at 

6:30 pm.  Membership in Hiawathaland Farm Bureau, 

or any other local farm bureau is not required.  In oth-

er words…”Everybody’s welcome!”.  Following the 

dinner, brief presentations from NRCS, FSA, conser-

vation district and MAEAP staff will describe their 

programs and services offered to area farms. 
 

The event is funded by a grant from NRCS in partner-

ship with Michigan Farm Bureau.  Registration is not 

necessary.  Bring your appetite.  If you have ques-

tions, call Shanon at Hiawathaland Farm Bureau, 789-

9373.  

Join U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow for UP 

Food Forum 
 

U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow invites local food lead-

ers and producers from across the UP to meet with her 

on Tuesday, August 13th to discuss important food 

initiatives in the Farm Bill, and her efforts as Chair of 

the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and 

Forestry to boost economic growth, support agricul-

ture, and increase access to more locally-grown, 

healthy food choices for families. She would like to 

hear from local leaders and producers who are work-

ing on food initiatives in the UP. 
 

The meeting will begin at 1:15 pm in the Charcoal 

Room on the 2nd floor of the University Center Build-

ing at Northern Michigan University, 1401 Presque 

Isle Ave in Marquette.  

 

Food Forum Continued: 

 

To attend, please RSVP 

to RSVP@Stabenow.senate.gov or call 906-228-8756 

and provide your name, organization and number of 

people attending. 

 

 

The Senate overwhelmingly passed Chairwoman 

Stabenow’s Farm Bill, which strengthens Michigan 

agriculture and supports farmers’ markets and local 

food hubs across our state and throughout the country. 

Join us for this unique opportunity to hear from Sena-

tor Stabenow and share our UP experiences and suc-

cesses. 

&#109;&#97;&#105;&#108;&#116;&#111;&#58;&#82;&#83;&#86;&#80;&#64;&#83;&#116;&#97;&#98;&#101;&#110;&#111;&#119;&#46;&#115;&#101;&#110;&#97;&#116;&#101;&#46;&#103;&#111;&#118;
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BFT is slow to establish and vulnerable to competition 

from other plant species during establishment. Early spring 

seedings are generally more successful in Michigan than 

summer seedings.  Care must be taken to ensure good seed

-to-soil contact and an acceptably low level of competition 

from companion crops or weeds to developing BFT seed-

lings.  If a small grain nurse crop or perennial companion 

grass is used, it is a good idea to use a relatively low seed-

ing rate of nurse crop/grass and remove the nurse crop/

grass when it reaches 8 to 10 inches in height.  Be patient 

while BFT establishes because it may take a year to see a 

vigorous stand.  
 

Once established, good harvest management will be need-

ed to allow adequate regrowth and seed set and dispersal. 

In contrast to alfalfa, BFT regrowth originates from buds 

on the stem rather than from the crown, so it is important 

to leave enough stem at harvest.  BFT does not maintain as 

much root reserves as alfalfa and must be given time to 

build up before the next harvest.  The first harvest of trefoil 

as hay should take place when the stand reaches 10% 

bloom.  Nutritional quality will still be excellent at this 

stage because mature BFT holds its nutritional quality bet-

ter than alfalfa.  The second harvest can be taken after full 

flowering and seed set.  Under grazing, some lower stems 

tend to survive mowing or grazing and are able to set seed 

which results in new plant establishment.  BFT stands sur-

vive a long time because of reseeding, not because individ-

ual plants have great longevity. 
 

The variety Norcen has excellent winter hardiness and is 

the most widely grown BFT variety in northern Michigan.  

Other varieties adapted for the region include Empire and 

Viking.  Empire and similar varieties are well-adapted to 

grazing since they have fine stems, a more prostrate struc-

ture, and an indeterminate growth habit (they continue to 

grow after flowering).  Norcen and Viking are considered 

‘European’ types, are more upright in growth, and are suit-

ed to harvest as hay and haylage as well as by grazing.  

Because BFT stands are managed to encourage reseeding, 

cross-pollination with other varieties is common resulting 

in a gradual decline of stand purity.  So, if you buy BFT 

seed from an old stand of Norcen, it will likely consist of 

some Norcen, and some seed resulting from cross pollina-

tion from other varieties growing nearby.  This seed may 

or may not be equivalent to the original Norcen.  To avoid 

this problem, buy certified seed. 
 

Birdsfoot trefoil has some great qualities, and can contrib-

ute to good forage production on many Michigan farms.  
 

For details on birdsfoot trefoil: 

Birdsfoot trefoil for grazing and harvested forage, North 

Central Regional Extension Publication 474 
 

For more information, contact Jim Isleib, Extension Educator at 906-387

-2530 or isleibj@anr.msu.edu, or Kim Cassida, Forage Specialist at 517-

355-0271 ext. 1194 or cassida@msu.edu. 

Birdsfoot Trefoil Fills a Forage Need on Many 

Michigan Farms 
Though not as common or widely planted as alfalfa or red clover, bird-

foot trefoil has desirable characteristics in specific situations. 

 
By: Jim Isleib, Extension Educator and Kim Cassida, Forage Specialist 

 

Birdsfoot trefoil, Lotus corniculatus, seems to have 

dropped out of favor in Michigan pastures and hayfields.  

This is too bad, because birdsfoot trefoil (BFT) is very well 

adapted to the Michigan environment and still has a lot to 

offer.  Alfalfa will out-produce BFT by 50% or more on 

well-drained, fertile soils but on soils that are too poorly 

drained to support alfalfa, BFT is more likely to thrive.  It 

is also more tolerant of acidic soils than alfalfa.  These two 

characteristics alone make it a reasonable choice for use on 

sites with these kinds of adverse growing conditions.  In 

addition BFT is perennial and reproduces itself by reseed-

ing.  Like alfalfa and clover, BFT is a legume and fixes 

nitrogen from the atmosphere as long as the proper seed 

inoculant is used at the time of planting.  From a nutritional 

perspective, grazing BFT supports cattle gains of up to 3.5 

lbs per day while improving plant protein use by livestock, 

reducing nitrogen losses to the environment, and reducing 

greenhouse gas production.  As a  bonus, BFT consumed 

by grazing animals does not cause bloat and helps alleviate 

fescue toxicosis.  Recent research at Michigan State Uni-

versity and other locations indicates grazing BFT may also 

help naturally control gastrointestinal parasites in sheep 

and goats. 

 

BFT can be grown in pure stands, but is usually planted in 

combination with one or more forage grass species to im-

prove overall forage yield potential and support BFT stems.  

Its structure is less erect than alfalfa, reaching a height of 

up to 12-20 inches, depending on variety.  Prostate stems 

may be considerably longer.  On clay soil areas in the U.P., 

timothy/trefoil stands are common, since one- or two cut-

ting systems prevail and the clay soils in the region are 

somewhat poorly drained. 

 
 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage/pubs/birdsfoot.pdf
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage/pubs/birdsfoot.pdf
mailto:isleibj@anr.msu.edu
file:///C:/Users/ONTO-MSU/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/LHIE3ABL/cassida@msu.edu
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Register online or contact Carrie Nelson, (505) 842-5252. 

 

Agenda, All times are Eastern Daylight 

9:30 Arrival & Registration 

10:30 Introductions Orientation -  Frank Aragona 

10:45 The Value of Holistic Management  to Log Cabin Live-

stock - Ben & Denise Bartlett 

11:00 Introduction to Effective Biological Monitoring and Soil 

Health Analysis Techniques, presentation    and small 

group exercises - Ben & B J Bartlett 

12:15 Lunch 

1:30 Water Infrastructure Design Demonstration to Improve 

Grazing Implementation presentation and Q&A - Ben 

Bartlett 

2:15 Forage Assessment Small Group Exercise - Ben Bartlett 

3:15 Group Work to Solve Individual Farm Issues Participants 

are Facing & Group Discussion of Lessons Learned - 

Frank Aragona 

4:00 Evaluation and Closing 

 

Speakers   

 Ben & Denise Bartlett, Owners Log Cabin Livestock Farm 

 B J Bartlett,Director of Agricultural Operations,  
 Algonquin Farms  
 Frank Aragona, Programs Director, HMI 

Thanks 
Our Open Gate On-Farm Learning series is partially funded 

by a grant from the CHS Foundation 

Log Cabin Livestock Farm Day 

Healthy Soil, Multi-Species Grazing & Ef-

fective Water Systems 
 

Date: Saturday, September 21, 2013 

Location: Log Cabin Livestock Farm, Traunik, MI 

 

Our Log Cabin Livestock Farm day is part of HMI's new Open 

Gate On-Farm Learning Series Open Gate is an action-based 

approach to learning.  At the Log Cabin Livestock Farm Day 

you'll see how fellow Michigander land managers are positively 

impacting pasture productivity and soil health through multi-

species grazing. You'll learn....   

 How planned grazing positively impacts soil health 

 Simple techniques to monitor soil health and pasture produc-

tivity 

 Livestock watering options and how to develop simple and 

easy watering systems 

 How the Log Cabin Livestock Farm benefits from grazing 

management 

 How Holistic Management enables producers to better man-

age risk, make better  

 decisions and enjoy the benefits of sustainable agriculture. 
How producers, agricultural professionals, and organizations  are 

seeking new solutions for sustainable and profitable livestock 

production 
You'll hear how Holistic Management ® enables producers to 

better manage risk, make better decisions and enjoy the benefits 

of sustainable agriculture 

 

You - and the group - have the opportunity to identify common 

problems and discuss common solutions in a friendly atmos-

phere. With experienced facilitators and producers on hand, the 

goal of the day is to identify and solve a current problem - and to 

create a forum for sharing practices, ideas, advice, and solutions 

to that problem. 

 

The process: small groups of people come together to work on 

something that is real and current, and each person gets individu-

al time from the others. When you leave at the end of the day, 

you'll take away practical ideas on how you can increase profit, 

production and performance for a sustainable ranch operation. 

 

Join farmers and resource managers from around Michigan for 

this action-based learning day- and take home some new tips and 

ideas you can put to use. 

Space is limited, so be sure to register  in advance 

Advance Registration  

$20.00 per person  

$30.00 per couple   

(includes lunch) 

Same Day Registration 

$25.00 per person  

$40.00 per couple   

(includes lunch) 
  

Farm Bureau Looking for  

Centennial Farms 
 

Farm Bureau is looking for  

Centennial Farms of the Upper  

Peninsula.  We will be featuring them 

at the U.P. State Fair in the Miracle of 

life Building. Please send history,  

picture, past and present to  

hansfarm@up.net or  

Diane Hanson 3595 26th  

Cornell, Mi 49818   

Phone 906-384-6908  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001_cTOuVxNov3k79BeFQHJT6J0Ud0tXqe3Y0XhuIAc_j23sgNp-op4G_HD2qiSASQi5e2wSytbptQp5q2QlSLVbLSYTiMcKqL5jAAS7k6K5MC4mLpLnlSy35_zKcI9elly1ZcJPFBBmIqR-yE_c9CfR70RDE4yWEyodTCR137S-aVmAF7nNDkX5tmoXDLyRtJC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001_cTOuVxNov3k79BeFQHJT6J0Ud0tXqe3Y0XhuIAc_j23sgNp-op4G_HD2qiSASQi5e2wSytbptQp5q2QlSLVbLSYTiMcKqL5jAAS7k6K5MC4mLpLnlSy35_zKcI9elly1ZcJPFBBmIqR-yE_c9CfR70RDE4yWEyodTCR137S-aVmAF7nNDkX5tmoXDLyRtJC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001_cTOuVxNov3k79BeFQHJT6J0Ud0tXqe3Y0XhuIAc_j23sgNp-op4G_HD2qiSASQi5e2wSytbptQp5q2QlSLVbLSYTiMcKqL5jAAS7k6K5MC4mLpLnlSy38K5f-eHMm7R_8atFo6-Rjj_hgWSmxB0nOphs3lpfbdc
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001_cTOuVxNov3k79BeFQHJT6J0Ud0tXqe3Y0XhuIAc_j23sgNp-op4G_HD2qiSASQi5e2wSytbptQp5q2QlSLVbLSYTiMcKqL5jAAS7k6K5MC4mLpLnlSy32aX94aWkXzsprTearGPZGQ=
mailto:hansfarm@up.net
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August 2013 - FSA News 
 

NONINSTURED CROP DISASTER AS-

SISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) INSUR-

ANCE DEADLINES 
Has a natural disaster like drought, excessive rain, or high 

winds caused crop losses or prevented planting?  Did this 

impact your bottom line?  Crops not insurable under Risk Man-

agement Agency CAT Crop Insurance are covered under NAP 

and can be purchased for $250 per crop and a maximum of $750 

per county! 
 

To qualify for administrative service fee waiver, a limited re-

source producer must have a total household income at or below 

the national poverty level for a family of 4, or less that 50% of 

the county median household in both the previous 2 years.  Lim-

ited resource producer status can be determined using a web site 

available through the Limited Resource Farmer and Rancher 

Online Self Determination Tool through the National Resource 

and Conservation Service at www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/

tols.asp. Please note that limited resource producers are required 

to recertify limited resource producer status annually.  
 

THE DEADLINE for purchasing your 2014 policies are as 

follows: 

August 30, 2013:  Aquaculture, Nursery Crops, Christ-

mas Trees, & Grass Sod 

September 30, 2013: Mixed Hay, Alfalfa, Pasture, Rye, 

Seed Crops, & Fall Speltz 

November 20, 2013: Apples, Blueberries, Cranberries, 

Raspberries, & Strawberries 

December 1, 2013: Honey & Maple Sap 

March 15, 2014:  Peas, Oats/Barley for Forage, Sor-

ghum, Beans, Potatoes, Triticale, Vegetable Crops, & Corn in 

some     counties. 
 

If you grow a crop not listed here – call your local FSA Service 

Center.  Keep in mind that some of these crops are covered by 

Federal Crop Insurance in certain U.P. countries.  In counties 

where alfalfa and mixed forage (AGM) are covered by crop in-

surance, FSA cannot sell a NAP policy for these types of forage 

when the seedings are older than 6 years.  Crops determined not 

insurable and not eligible for NAP do not need to meet Risk 

Management Purchase Requirement. 
 

REMEMBER – Without insurance you are NOT eligible for 

National Disaster Programs! 
 

FEDS FEED FAMILIES 
Feds Feed Families is a national food drive that your local USDA 

Service Centers are participating in.  This program began in 2009 

as part of President Obama’s United We Serve campaign and is 

designed to help food banks and pantries stay stocked during the 

summer months, a time when they traditionally encounter de-

creases in donations and increases in the need for assistance.  

Your contributions to this project are encouraged and needed.  

Perishable and non-perishable items are accepted.  If you have 

produce you wish to donate you can take it to your nearest FSA 

Service Center. Each local service center has a collection box for 

your contributions.  Donations will be accepted through August 

31.   

ATTENTION PRODUCERS! 
Your 2013 production is needed.  As you complete harvesting 

for the 2013 growing season, be sure to turn your production into 

your local FSA Service Center. 
 

BANK CHANGES 
If you changed banks and did not notify FSA, your payments 

could be delayed.  Payments are electronically transferred into 

your bank account, if we are not aware of changes to your ac-

count and routing numbers, there could be problems.  In order to 

make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close 

your account or if another financial institution purchases your 

bank.  It is important that any changes in a producer’s account 

such as type of account, bank mergers, routing numbers, be pro-

vided to the county office promptly to avoid possible payment 

delay. 
 

RURAL YOUTH LOANS 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to estab-

lish and operate income-producing projects in connection with 4-

H Clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be 

planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, 

produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the 

youth with practical business and educational experience. The 

maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Ri-

co, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 

legal resident alien  

Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  

Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population of 

50,000 or fewer people 

Be unable to get a loan from other sources  

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised 

program of work as outlined above  

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating 

the project under guidance and assistance from a project 

advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the 

project and the loan, along with providing adequate 

supervision.  

 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the 

application forms. 
 

GREAT INTEREST RATES: Farm Stor-

age Facility Loans (FSFL) 
Remember: these loans are now available for Hay/Forage 

Storage as well as traditional grain storage! 

July Interest Rates: 1.500 percent for 7 years with a loan 

of $100,000 or less  

   2.125 percent for 10 years with a loan 

of $100,000 - $250,000  

    2.375 percent for 12 years with a loan 

of $250,000 - $500,000 

Contact your local FSA county office for August’s interest rates 

http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/tols.asp
http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/tols.asp


 

 
 
Alanson, MI  800-344-4667 

Williamsburg, MI   800-304-4667 
Hillman, MI   877-334-4667 

 

www.GINOPSALES.com 
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MSU Extension appreciates the support of this newsletter by our advertisers, however in no way does this imply endorsement of any specific products or services.  

Please say “THANK YOU” to our sponsors. 

At the heart of a growing America 
 

95 Years of AG EXPERIENCE 
 

LOANS, AG TAXES, FARM RECORDS, 

CONSULTING 

1801 N. Lincoln Rd., Suite A 

Escanaba, MI 49829 
 

906-786-4487     Fax: 906-786-3450                        

Rosebush Sale 

Barn, Inc. 
Sale 1st Wed. of each month. 
Baby heifer & bull calves sell 

every Tuesday at 1 p.m. 
Over 40 years experience in 

Dairy Business 

Hay & Straw available. Self 
propelled Ag Bagger for rent, 

produces 12 x 250’ bags 
Robert 989-330-6005 or  

989-433-5348 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Skinners 
 

 

 

Pickford, MI 

906-647-5655 or 877-647-2500 
 

Kubota, AGCO, Massey– 

Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston, 

Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, 

Kyerneland 

Johnson Brothers  
Livestock 
  3740 18th Rd. 

  Escanaba, MI   

Buying or 

Hauling Cattle 
St. Louis—Mondays 

Gaylord—Wednesdays 

Call Gary Johnson 

Office:  906-786-4878 

       Gary Cell: 906-235-0099 

     Steve Cell:  906-399-2858 

 

Jilbert Dairy 
Marquette, MI 

Buying top quality milk to produce 

The U.P.’s finest dairy products. 

Are you getting the most for  

your quality? 
 

1-800-427-0980 Toll free in the U.P. 

1-906-225-1363 Local calls 

Ask for John or Mark 

Ray’s Feed Mill 
 

Ration & Crop Consultants 
 

FEED 

SEED 

FERTILIZER 
 

800-832-1822 

906-466-2231 

Bark River & Norway 
 

Your source for Polled Genetics 

Richlo Dairy Farms 
 

Engadine, MI  49827 
 

Polled Holstein, Jersey, & 

Norwegian Red Bulls available! 

Employment Opportunities! 
 

For information on polled bulls in 

AI, call Jonathan: 

906-477-6505 

HUGHES WESTFALIA 

SURGE LLC 
 

 Surge pipelines 

 Sanitation supplies 

 Cow mats 

 Ritchie Water Fountains 

 Silo unloaders 
 

Call: 

Larry @ 906-786-0806 

Henry @ 906-786-7190 

Menominee 

Farm Bureau 

 

 

President: Pete Klieman 

Secretary: Lynette Verbisky 
W5532 Seven Hill Rd #30 

Daggett, MI 49821 

906-639-2308 

St. Louis Sale every Monday 

Marion Dairy Sale 3rd Friday of 

each month. For dairy cattle call 
Chad @ 517-294-3484 or  

Paul @ 614-296-5038 
Collection point in Escanaba 

Call for more information 

(989)681-2191 

Stephenson Marketing 

Cooperative, Inc. 
Agricultural Services & Supplies 
 
Stephenson, MI        Powers, MI 
(800) 445-6167            (800) 962-
3008 

 

Oconto, WI            Aurora, WI
(920) 834-4500            (800) 962-

3007 

Michigan Meat  

Processing, Inc. 
 

Custom Slaughtering & Processing 

Cut, Wrap, and Frozen to your 

specifications. 

Beef, Pork, Lamb, & Wild Game 

3708 19th Ave. N., Escanaba, MI 

Plant: 906-789-7410 

Office: 906-789-7410 

Fax: 906-789-0233 

Rainbow Packing Inc. 
 

Harvesting-Processing 

Smoking-Sausage 

Vacuum Packaging Available 

Now the ONLY Facility Under 

USDA Inspection in  

Escanaba Area 

3532A 18th Road, Escanaba 

906-786-7098 
“Well Done is Better  

Than Well Said” 

USDA POULTRY PROCESSOR!!! 

 

Equity Cooperative Livestock 

Sales Association 

Collecting Cattle on Tuesdays at 

the Larry Linsmeier Farm north 

of Menominee, MI 

906-863-8123 

www.equitycoop.com 

 

Equity Cooperative Livestock 

Sales Association 

www.equitycoop.com 

WAUKON, IOWA 
Feeder Sales Schedule 

*  May-August: 2nd & 4th Thursdays 

*  Sept-April: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

See Your 
Ad Here 

For Only $30/
Month 

Call 906-884-4386 

for more information  

Bower Auctions 
 

 

Your Upper Peninsula logging, farm, 
and estate auctioneers. 

Bark River, Michigan 

906-466-9006 

www.bowerauctions.com 

Auctioneer Joe Bower, 4th genera-

tion Upper Peninsula family farmer 



 

 

Meetings & Events Calendar 
AUGUST 

2-4   Alger County Fair 

7       Managing for Today & Tomorrow (Annie’s Project) Bark River/Harris, MI 

 5:30-9 p.m. EST, Contact: Warren Schauer 906-753-2209 

7 Hiawathaland Farm Buruea MAEAP & RUP Credit Sessions/ Annual Picnic, at MSU Research  

       Center, Chatham, MI, Contact Shanon, 906-789-9373 

8-11  Marquette County Fair 

8-11  Gogebic County Fair, Ironwood, MI 

12-18 UP State Fair, Escanaba, MI 

13      U.P. Food Forum, Marquette, MI, RSVP 906-228-8756 

14-18 Iron County Fair 

21      Managing for Today & Tomorrow (Annie’s Project) Bark River/Harris, 

MI 

21 ServSafe workshop, 9am to 5pm, Escanaba, MI,  

               Contact Julie 906-786-3032 

21-25 Luce West Mackinac County Fair 

22-25 Houghton County Fair, in Hancock, MI 

25-September 2   Chippewa County Fair 

28 UP Potato Field Day, TJJ Farms, Cornell, MI, Contact Chris 906-439-5114 

 

SEPTEMBER 
21 Log Cabin Livestock Farm Day, Traunik, MI,  

 Contact: Carrie Nelson (505) 842-5252 

725 Greenland Rd  

Ontonagon, MI 49953 

Nonprofit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

PERMIT NO. 157 

Marquette, MI 

49855 

SERVING THE UPPER PENINSULA 

AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY 

Michigan State University Extension is an 

affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  

Michigan State University programs and materials 
are open to all without regard to race, color, national 

origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, 

weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, marital status, family status or veteran 

status. ***If you do not wish to receive this publication, please contact the 

Ontonagon County MSUE office at 906-884-4386. 

Frank Wardynski 

Managing Editor 

Dairy & Livestock  

Educator 

(906) 884-4386 

wardynsk@anr.msu.edu 

Melissa Picotte 

Publications Editor  

(906) 884-4386 

Fax: (906) 884-2582 

msue66@msu.edu 

Published monthly by 

Ontonagon County 

MSU Extension 

725 Greenland Road 

Ontonagon, MI 49953 

U.P. Agriculture 

Connection 

Registered Maine  
Anjou and Angus 

CLAY KNOLL 
FARMS 

 
Open & Bred                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Heifers and                                                                                                                             

Breeding Age 
 Bulls available 

 

 
Breeding Cattle to  

Impact the Present and 
Influence the Future.  

Breeding Stock-Bulls 
Show Prospects– Steers 

 

Duane Simpkins & Sons 
989-426-3244 

 

Gary & Jan Simpkins 
989-426-8185 


