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NEWS & VIEWS  
By Frank Wardynski, MSU Extension Educator 

 

 

 At the Growing U.P. Agriculture Association meeting in April, Dr. Min was awarded the Service to Ag 

Award. I wrote last month, of Min’s contributions to the farmers of the U.P.in his forage and bio-fuel crops. 

Again, I want to thank Min and wish him the best of luck with his future endeavors at Kansas State. Congratu-

lations for a much deserved award. 

 

Last year after hosting a pasture walk, Jon Ahlberg wrote an excellent article discussing his operation and 

grazing practices that was very well received. In this edition, Dallas Brusso has written an article regarding his 

fall calving season. It too, is excellent and I would like to thank them both. 

 

I’ve lived in the U.P. for the last 19 years, and this spring seems to be the longest since I’ve lived here. Just 

     last year, I was talking about the earliest spring since I had lived here. I 

     suppose it all averages out but this year is particularly difficult given our 

     current forage supply. I get calls frequently of farmers looking for hay to 

     buy. The fact of the matter is, there is just hardly any hay available and it 

     would appear the hay and pasture harvest are going to be delayed this 

     spring.  

 

     While this spring could turn fast and yield a great forage crop, there are 

     so many factors that should keep forage prices at an extremely high                             

     level. Carry-over stocks are nearly non-existent; acres in forage produc

     tion across the US have been reduced as corn acres continue to increase. 

     The forage market situation is setting up to have high prices and that 

     doesn’t account for any drought conditions that may loom this summer. 

     Dairy farmers are already looking at winter wheat and pricing its value 

     as a forage crop, as opposed to harvesting the grain. Securing adequate 

     forage for next winter is going to an important management task this 

     coming growing season. 

 

     This coming growing season is about to be upon us. Be ready and be 

     safe.          

        ~Frank 



MARKET REPORT    (4/30/13) 
By Frank Wardynski, MSU Extension Educator 
 

Market Ready Prices 
 

Choice Steers  $110-$128    per 100 lbs. 

Holstein Steers   $95-$114      per 100 lbs. 

Hogs   $58-$65        per 100 lbs. 

Lambs    $110-$165    per 100 lbs.  

Cull cows  $70-$83        per 100 lbs.  

Calves   $100-$150    per 100 lbs. 

Goats   $50-$95        per 100 lbs. 
 
 

Breeding and Feeder Animals   

 

Grade Holstein cows           $1750-$2400 per head 

Grade Holstein bred heifers     $1000-$1600 per head 
 

Feed Prices across the U.P.   (4/23/13)   
 

      Avg. $/cwt    Avg. $/ton    Price Range 

Corn          $18.90         $378.00  $320-436 

Soymeal        $29.18         $583.50      $499-668 

Oats          $19.23         $384.50  $265-504 

Barley           $16.38              $327.50  $259-396 
Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots 

Wanted & For Sale Listings 
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Educational Program for U.P. Horse Owners 
Michigan State University Extension will be hosting an 

educational program for horse owners. This session will be 

conducted at the MSU Extension and Research Center 

(formally referred to as the MSU U.P. Experiment Station) 

in Chatham on Saturday, June 8, from 9:30-12:30 EDT.  

Topics to be covered: 

Horse Pasture Management – Frank Wardynski, Rumi-

nant Extension Educator 

Horse Health Considerations – Dr. Judy Marteniuk, 

Equine Extension Veterinarian  

Feeding Alternative Forages – Karen Waite, Equine 

Extension Specialist 

Manure Happens….Now What? – Tom Guthrie, Eq-

uine and Pork Extension Educator 
 

Cost of the program will be $10, participants can register online 

at: http://events.anr.msu.edu/horseownerseducationalprogram/ 
 

You can also register by sending check or money: 

Made payable to MSU 

Mail to 

MSU Extension 

725 Greenland Rd 

Ontonagon, MI 49953 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Frank Wardynski at 906

-884-4386 or msue66@msu.edu 

 Pullorum Testing 
 

On behalf of Michigan State University, Dr. Richard “Mick” Ful-

ton, will be teaching a  certification class on  Pullorum Testing  

on Saturday, May 18, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. Eastern at the Upper 

Peninsula State Fair Grounds.  The class will be held in The Fine 

Arts/Horticulture Building #5. 
 

Dr. Fulton is an Associate Professor in the Diagnostic Center for 

Population and Animal Health at Michigan State University.  
 

The school will be approximately four hours long and there is 

NO FEE for this certification class.  
 

All birds will be provided on site.  Please do not bring your own 

birds.  
 

Requirements for the class are that the participants must be 18 

years of age and there must be at least 15 people registered to 

hold the class.   Pre-registration is required.  To register, contact 

Andrea Sorensen, Pullorum Certification Workshop Coordinator, 

at royalfeathers@earthlink.net   Andrea may also be reached by 

calling her home at 906-864-2551 or cellphone at 715-923-0410. 
 

Upon completion of Certification for Pullorum Testing, the 

Michigan Allied Poultry Industries (MAPI) requires a $20.00 

licensing fee to be certified for three years, payable the same day. 
 

Participants under the age of 18 are allowed to attend but they 

will not receive Certification and they will not count towards the 

15 participant minimum.  Deadline to register is May 11, 2013. 

 

Personal ads will be removed monthly.  We reserve the right to edit your ad.  Free ads 

must be no more than 110 spaces. Please respect the space requirements. You can always 

purchase an ad if more space is required.  Please call or email your ad no later than the 

15th of each month.  Call the Ontonagon County MSU Extension office at 906-884-4386 

or email msue66@msu.edu.  

For Sale: Small herd of bred Angus cows and heifers. Due in 

August and September 

Bruce Crossing   Contact: 906-827-3390 

For Sale: 4 yearling Black Angus Heifers (not registered). Out 

of A.I. Sires. $1,000 per head 

Veeser Farms   Contact: 906-466-2512 

Wanted: Hay for sale. If you have any hay 

for sale, please call the MSU Extension  

office in Ontonagon. 

   Contact: 906-884-4386 

http://events.anr.msu.edu/horseownerseducationalprogram/
mailto:royalfeathers@earthlink.net
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Copper Country Farm Bureau Workshop Series 
 

Hosted by the CCFB Young Farmer Committee 

To be held In the SISU Room of the Houghton County 

Arena 

1500 Birch Street, Hancock, MI 

$5.00 per person for non Farm Bureau members for each 

workshop 
 

Small Livestock and Poultry swap and sale 

Saturday May 4th 8 a.m. – 12 noon 
 

To be held next to Erickson Feed, Seed and Pet Supply in 

Hurontown (Houghton). The public is invited and wel-

come; No admission fee for buyers or sellers.  

 

Swap participants are reminded that they are responsible 

for complying with all state and local rules and regulations 

regarding transportation and sale of animals. 

 

 Pullorum testing will be available on-site for poultry over 

6 months of age. All sheep and goats must be scrappie 

tagged. 
 

 For any questions contact Melanie Lampinen @ 281-4759 

or Arthur Lampinen @ 281-2574 

 

Cow Herd from Chatham Sold 
By: Frank Wardynski, MSU Extension Educator 

 

The Michigan State University U.P. Research and Ex-

tension Center in Chatham sold the herd of black An-

gus-Simmental cross cows earlier this spring by 

sealed bid. They were sold in 12 total lots, grossing 

$215,962.27 and averaged $1349.14 per head of 160 

head. Final destination of the lots: one lot to Ohio; 

three lots went to Indian River, MI and the remaining 

eight lots were sold to U.P. producers. 

 

In April, 80 Red Angus cows were brought to the sta-

tion in Chatham from the station in Lake City. 

 

Planting too soon when soils are damp can 

be costly 
Producers may be tempted to jump the gun and get into fields while soil 

moisture conditions are still too damp. This could lead to soil compaction, a 

restrictive rooting zone, and yields could be reduced far more than from 

delayed planting. 
 

By Dan Rossman, Michigan State University Extension 

 

The extreme wet and cold weather has delayed the start of 

the 2013 field work. Producers know that yield potential is 

reduced when corn planting is extended beyond the first 

week in May and soybeans will start losing yield when 

planted after mid-May. Also, corn will have higher mois-

ture levels and drying costs in the fall with later planting. 

With a large number of acres to get planted in a short time 

frame, it is easy to see why everyone is anxious about get-

ting started. 
 

The concern is that if soil is worked before it is ready and 

the crop is “mudded in,” the soil structure can be damaged. 

Every soil is different and some are more resilient than oth-

ers. When the soil structure is damaged, soil compaction 

can result. The damage can affect plant growth season 

long. According to the University of Minnesota Extension 

bulletin “  
 

needs to be communicated to others. With larger farms, 

hired employees are operating tillage equipment and will 

need to understand what to look for and be patient as well. 

Sometimes it only takes a day or two to make a big differ-

ence. 
 

In addition, build soil organic matter to help maintain and 

even improve soil resiliency and productivity. Common 

methods to build organic matter are to return crop residues, 

add manure and utilize cover crops. This is discussed in 

detail in a Michigan State University Extension article, 

“Manage cropping systems to reduce compaction and re-

In early February, Michigan 4-H announced 

the selection of the following scholarship    

recipients. One winner from the Upper Penin-

sula of the  MSU 4-H Scholarship, which 

provides a $2,500 annual scholarship renewa-

ble for 4 years of undergraduate, full-time en-

rollment at MSU is: 

Michaela Marks of  

Menominee County 4-H . 

4-H Youth Market Livestock Clinic 
 

MSU Extension will host a 4-H Youth Market Livestock 

Clinic on Sat., May 11th from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. cst at the Iron 

County Fairgrounds in Iron River, MI.  It is open to any 

youth ages 5-19 and adults interested in learning more 

about the market livestock program.  Workshops sessions 

will focus on caring for your market animal & record keep-

ing, fitting & showing your animal, and marketing your 

animal for the sale.  Educational youth development re-

sources will also be on hand to help leaders and volunteers 

in this project area.  Pre-registration and a $5 non-

refundable fee per participant are required by May 3rd.  

Contact the Iron County MSU Extension office at 906/875-

0606 or kransr@anr.msu.edu to register. 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/manage_cropping_systems_to_reduce_compaction_and_restore_soil_quality_and_p
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oG8_DgjMMjUIqjq0lBu6t9EUxv3QOD_BJkbPImAtWc9Q6yzzBkLT-_stPNOBgw4lG9qlP0oDUnCqzZUL39sZ771_9qXA5dumu3BAQwJv6nY6BlVP3v-TjGg0x1aKwFTCg0ANQZeWZcETq0VGBvmFe6DtFPCQuUnnfCHo9d5ig9963iJC8jmvqxqeIe_VlNxDz3RLQx2FJtb1WlmCNPtP9crN3Vz8nrup
mailto:kransr@anr.msu.edu
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Fall Calving: How It Started & Why We 

Like It 
By: Dallas Brusso  

Phone: 906-884-4212 

 

In 1994, we had a group of heifers in the area, where 

we kept our bulls. Believing in the common wisdom 

that you couldn’t breed cows before 60 days after 

calving, we left the bulls with the cows. At the time, 

our calving season started about January 1st. The first 

12 cows that calved, cycled at 29 to 30 days and were 

bred. We made room for the bulls and sorted them. 

None of the cows cycled again. We decided to let 

these cows calve in the fall. In late October, we had 12 

calves. The calves were born unassisted and were 

smaller than we expected. We heard all the reasons 

why you couldn’t calve in the fall in Michigan, but 

found them not to be true. The fall calves stayed with 

the cows during the winter. They were eating a little 

hay and nursed often. We decided fall calving would 

work and started turning out the bulls on November 

15th to keep the early calves from being bred to early. 

We were able to move 70 cows to fall calving over a 

three year period. We had ten cows that did not move 

forward in their calving dates and were kept open to 

be bred later in the year with the other fall calving 

cows.  

 

We now calve all cows in the fall. About 95% of the 

cows calve in the first 30 days of the calving season. 

We calve the cows on regrown hay fields from about 

August 25, through mid-October, checking twice a 

day with extra trips as needed if a cow is showing 

signs of labor. Most calves are born and have nursed 

when we make our morning trip. Cows are calving in 

good weather, on dry ground, have room to move off 

by themselves and the fly season is over. We no long-

er have to treat for Grubbs. In 18 years, we have as-

sisted four head and have had no problems with two 

year old heifers either calving or caring for their 

calves. Calves winter with the cows with no additional 

grain. They are weaned in May, vaccinated, wormed 

and turned to separate pastures. The yearling cattle are 

shipped to Waukon, Iowa about the middle of October 

and will average over 900 pounds in the ring. 

 

If it weren’t for the decreased work load with fall 

calving and at our age, we would have quit a few 

years ago. We would be happy to talk about our pro-

gram over a cup of coffee with anyone interested. 

Agriculture For Tomorrow Follow Up 
 

By: Jim Isleib, MSU Extension , Educator 

 

Thanks for another successful Agriculture for Tomorrow 

Conference 
 

The 7th annual Agriculture for Tomorrow Conference was 

held at Bay College in Escanaba on March 6.  The confer-

ence consisted of four 1-hour class time slots with a choice 

of 5 sessions per time slot, a luncheon with keynote speak-

er, Jamie Clover Adams, Director, MI Department of Agri-

culture and Rural Development, and commercial and edu-

cational displays. Attendance of 147 was down a little from 

last year, but close to the 6-year average of 157.  On-line 

registration was offered for the first time, with 61 takers.  

The program stayed within budget.  The conference attract-

ed a diverse group of participants, including full-time and 

part-time farmers, ag businesses and organizations.    Par-

ticipant feedback indicated a high level of satisfaction with 

most sessions and the overall conference experience.  44 

people who have attended the conference in past years re-

sponded to questions about how the conference has impact-

ed their agricultural businesses. Of these 44 people: 

50% developed new business strategies to supply prod-

ucts to local restaurants, retail or institutions. 

55% connected with new stakeholders in the food sup-

ply chain. 

36% created a new business and 15% created new jobs 

41% added a new enterprise to an existing agricultural 

business 

53% expanded an existing agricultural enterprise 

63% had increased economic activity and 46% made 

new investments in their agricultural businesses 

68% increased income and 55% decreased production 

costs on their farms 

75% implemented new “best management practices” 

 A follow-up survey in fall, 2013 will provide additional 

information on conference impact. 
 

The planning committee wishes to thank all sponsors, ex-

hibitors, speakers and attendees who helped make the con-

ference successful again this year.  If you would like a re-

port with more details about the conference, contact Jim 

Isleib, MSU Extension at 906-387-2530 or 

isleibj@anr.msu.edu.  

 Continued… 

Fall calves could be fed about three pounds of grain 

during the winter and spring months and sold as 

calves weighing 550 to 600 pounds in a strong market, 

ready for grass. These fall calves would work well on 

a grass fed program. They could go through the sec-

ond winter on hay and finish on grass at about 24 

months of age with desirable carcass that would be 

accepted by the consumer.  
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Prevented Plant 
If you are unable to plant crops this spring due to a natural 

disaster, you should report these prevented planted acres to 

the Farm Service Agency county office staff within 15 

days of the crop’s established final planting date to main-

tain eligibility for some FSA programs.  RMA crop dates 

are as follows: 

Failed Acreage 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition 

of the crop, and producers must be able to establish to the 

satisfaction of the county committee that the crop failed 

and was prevented from being replanted through the nor-

mal planting period because of natural disaster conditions. 

  

Lease Requirements for DCP and ACRE Con-

tracts 
Leases must contain: 

The type of lease (cash, share, etc.) 

Landowners name, signature, and date 

Farm operator name, signature, and date 

Length of lease (list number of years) 
 

Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon can 

be fatal. It takes less than five seconds for a person caught 

in flowing grain to be trapped.   
 

The mechanical aspects of grain handling equipment, also 

presents a real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other 

moving parts can grab people or clothing. 
 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing 

shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to mention 

children.  It is always advisable to keep children a safe dis-

tance from operating farm equipment.  Always use extra 

caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  

Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before 

machinery is engaged. 
 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year, and 

that begins with putting safety first. 

 

 
FSA News continued on next page….. 

May 2013 - FSA News 
 

CRP Sign-Up 45 Starts Soon 
USDA will conduct a four-week general sign-up for the 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), beginning May 20 

and ending on June 14. CRP protects the nation's natural 

resources through voluntary participation, while providing 

significant economic and environmental benefits to rural 

communities across the United States.  

 

Currently, about 27 million acres are enrolled in CRP. Pro-

ducers that are accepted in the program can receive cost-

share assistance to plant long-term, resource-conserving 

covers and receive an annual rental payment for the length 

of the contract which is 10-15 years.  

 

Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are set to expire on 

Sept. 30, 2013. Producers with expiring contracts or pro-

ducers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged 

to evaluate their options under CRP. 

 

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, 

visit a local FSA service center or www.fsa.usda.gov.   

 

CHANGE IN FARMING OPERATION 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you have picked up or 

dropped rented land from your operation, make sure you 

report the changes to the office as soon as possible.  You 

need to provide a copy of your deed or recorded land con-

tract for purchased property. Failure to maintain accurate 

records with FSA on all land you have an interest in can 

lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties.  Mak-

ing the record changes now will save you time in the 

spring.  Update signature authorization when changes in 

the operation occur.  Producers are reminded to contact the 

office of a change in operations on a farm so that records 

can be kept current and accurate. REMEMBER:  If you 

carry NAP, all changes in farming operations must be 

made before filing a Notice of Loss. 

 
NAP - Notice of Loss – Has Weather Effected Your 

Crops? 
Policy holders are reminded that they must submit a 

“Notice of Loss” (FSA-576) within 15 days of when the 

loss becomes apparent.  If you have noticed that your crop 

might be light due to frosts, cold weather, or excessive 

moisture contact the office so that we have the opportunity 

to take a look at your crop.  For those of you that have filed 

a notice of loss, you need to keep us informed of your har-

vest decisions.  If you are not going to harvest all or part of 

a block, an appraisal will need to be completed on that 

block.  This appraisal will be used in calculating your loss 

claim. 

                                      

Crop 

                         

Earliest 

Plant 

Dates 

                                  

Final 

Plant 

Dates 

Acreage 

Report-

ing Dead-

line 

End of 

Insurance 

– Claims 

Oats April 5, 

2013 

May 20, 

2013 

July 15, 

2013 

October 

31, 2013 

Barley April 16, 

2013 

May 31, 

2013 

July 15, 

2013 

October 

31, 2013 

Corn April 25, 

2013 

June 5, 

2013 

July 15, 

2013 

December 

10, 2013 

Soy-

beans 

May 9, 

2013 

June 15, 

2013 

July 15, 

2013 

December 

10, 2013 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov
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FSA NEWS continued 
 

Dates to Remember 
CRP sign-up begins May 20, 2013 

ACRE sign-up ends June 3, 2013 

SURE sign-up ends June 7, 2013 

CRP sign-up ends June 14, 2013 

DCP sign-up ends August 2, 2013 

 

GREAT INTEREST RATES: Farm Storage 

Facility Loans (FSFL) 
Remember: these loans are now available for Hay/

Forage Storage as well as traditional grain storage! 

April Interest Rates:  

 1.375 percent for 7 years with a loan of $100,000 or 

less  

 2.000 percent for 10 years with a loan of $100,000 - 

$250,000  

  2.250 percent for 12 years with a loan of $250,000 - 

$500,000 

Contact your local FSA county office for May’s interest 

rates. 

(continued) This spring, no-till may be an especially attractive 

option for Michigan growers thanks to a winter of multiple 

freeze-thaw cycles that loosened soils across the Midwest. 

Yet, there are cropping systems and situations where few alterna-

tives to tillage are available. For example, when tillage is mini-

mized, crop stover often builds-up on the soil surface. A certain 

amount of surface residue protects against erosion and excessive 

soil drying, but too much can keep soils wet and cool, complicat-

ing early-season field work. Shallow tillage is often the only 

practical way to manage this excess of surface residue. 

The production of certain crops, like potatoes, requires signifi-

cant soil disturbance. Innovative systems have been developed to 

reduce tillage in potato production, but conventional seedbed 

preparation, hilling and harvest operations used by the majority 

of growers move a lot of soil. 

Tillage is also necessary in organic cropping systems. Without 

viable chemical control options, organic growers rely on tillage 

to kill and incorporate weeds or cover crops. In these and other 

circumstances where spring tillage cannot be avoided, it is im-

portant to consider how the timing and intensity of operations 

can be managed to minimize any negative impact. The points 

below offer some practical guidance to sorting this out. 

Timing 

 Before tilling, check soil moisture to a few inches below the 

anticipated tillage depth to make sure the field is sufficiently dry. 

 It is hard to be patient, but tilling too early increases the like-

lihood of soil compaction, non-uniform soil moisture, crusting 

and clodding. 

 When tilling for seedbed preparation, a single pass just prior 

to planting will maximize moisture uniformity and minimize 

water loss from the seed zone compared to multiple passes. 

 Each additional spring tillage pass increases the potential for 

soil erosion, compaction and excessive drying while also adding 

to production costs. 

Intensity 

 If primary tillage was completed in the fall, consider no-till 

options for weed control and planting this spring. 

 When tillage is necessary, choose the least aggressive imple-

ment and run it as shallow as possible to meet your objectives. 

References 
Agronomist: Winter weather loosened soil; no-till a viable op-

tion, Purdue Agriculture News 

Spring Tillage Preparation, Iowa State University Extension Inte-

grated Crop Management News 

Just say no to spring tillage, NRCS advises, Carbon County Utah 

Sun Advocate. 

Timing of Tillage Crucial to Crops, Soil Science Society of 

America 

This article was published by Michigan State University Exten-

sion. For more information, visit http://www.msue.msu.edu. To 

contact an expert in your area, visit http://expert.msue.msu.edu, 

or call 888-MSUE4MI  

Target tillage to protect the soil 
Timing and intensity of spring tillage can have long-term 

impacts on soil health. 
By: James DeDecker, Michigan State University Extension 
 

Every year about this time (late April), a deep agrarian urge to 

turn the soil takes hold of many. Tillage has epitomized a 

farmer’s relationship with the land for nearly 10 millennia and, 

until recently, spring tillage was considered an essential tool for 

weeding, amendment incorporation and seedbed preparation pri-

or to planting. However, soil scientists and growers are becoming 

increasingly aware of the long-term negative impacts mechanical 

disturbance can have on soil health. 
 

Tilling destroys soil’s natural structure, breaking-up colloids and 

collapsing macro pores. The short-term result is a warmer, aerat-

ed and competition-free environment suited to seed germination. 

Yet, the fine particles and small pores characteristic of tilled soil 

are ultimately unstable, leaving fields vulnerable to erosion and 

compaction over time. 
 

Tillage can also alter soil ecosystems. Research has shown that 

decomposition rates often increase behind the plow, hastening 

the breakdown of soil organic matter and subsequent release of 

carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Organic matter loss paired 

with the drying effect of tillage dramatically limits soil water 

holding capacity and moisture available for plant growth. 
 

All of these concerns have spurred the development of reduced 

tillage cropping systems in recent decades. Herbicides, tolerant 

crop varieties and innovative equipment now make it possible to 

control weeds and plant a field without upsetting the ground. 

Michigan State University Extension research on tillage effects 

on soybean yields in Michigan has demonstrated that no-till 

cropping systems can also yield as well as conventional systems.  

http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2013/Q1/agronomist-winter-weather-loosened-soil-no-till-a-viable-option.html
http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2013/Q1/agronomist-winter-weather-loosened-soil-no-till-a-viable-option.html
http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2013/Q1/agronomist-winter-weather-loosened-soil-no-till-a-viable-option.html
http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2013/Q1/agronomist-winter-weather-loosened-soil-no-till-a-viable-option.html
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/icm/2004/2-23-2004/springtill.html
http://www.sunad.com/index.php?tier=1&article_id=27694
https://www.soils.org/story/2012/may/mon/timing-of-tillage-crucial-to-crops
http://www.msue.msu.edu
http://www.msue.msu.edu
http://www.msue.msu.edu
http://expert.msue.msu.edu
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/a_summary_of_tillage_effects_on_soybean_yields_in_michigan_2010_and_2011
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/a_summary_of_tillage_effects_on_soybean_yields_in_michigan_2010_and_2011


 
 

 
 

 
Alanson, MI  800-344-4667 

Williamsburg, MI   800-304-4667 
Hillman, MI   877-334-4667 

 

www.GINOPSALES.com 
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MSU Extension appreciates the support of this newsletter by our advertisers, however in no way does this imply endorsement of any specific products or services.  

Please say “THANK YOU” to our sponsors. 

At the heart of a growing America 
 

95 Years of AG EXPERIENCE 
 

LOANS, AG TAXES, FARM RECORDS, 

CONSULTING 

1801 N. Lincoln Rd., Suite A 

Escanaba, MI 49829 
 

906-786-4487     Fax: 906-786-3450                        

See Your 
Ad Here 

For Only $30/
Month 

Call 906-884-4386 

for more information  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Skinners 
 

 

 

Pickford, MI 

906-647-5655 or 877-647-2500 
 

Kubota, AGCO, Massey– 

Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston, 

Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, 

Kyerneland 

Johnson Brothers  
Livestock 
  3740 18th Rd. 

  Escanaba, MI   

Buying or 

Hauling Cattle 
St. Louis—Mondays 

Gaylord—Wednesdays 

Call Gary Johnson 

Office:  906-786-4878 

       Gary Cell: 906-235-0099 

     Steve Cell:  906-399-2858 

 

Jilbert Dairy 
Marquette, MI 

Buying top quality milk to produce 

The U.P.’s finest dairy products. 

Are you getting the most for  

your quality? 
 

1-800-427-0980 Toll free in the U.P. 

1-906-225-1363 Local calls 

Ask for John or Mark 

Ray’s Feed Mill 
 

Ration & Crop Consultants 
 

FEED 

SEED 

FERTILIZER 
 

800-832-1822 

906-466-2231 

Bark River & Norway 
 

Your source for Polled Genetics 

Richlo Dairy Farms 
 

Engadine, MI  49827 
 

Polled Holstein, Jersey, & 

Norwegian Red Bulls available! 

Employment Opportunities! 
 

For information on polled bulls in 

AI, call Jonathan: 

906-477-6505 

HUGHES WESTFALIA 

SURGE LLC 
 

 Surge pipelines 

 Sanitation supplies 

 Cow mats 

 Ritchie Water Fountains 

 Silo unloaders 
 

Call: 

Larry @ 906-786-0806 

Henry @ 906-786-7190 

Hiawathaland 

Farm Burea 

President: Daniel Bahrman 

CAM: Linda McDonald 
1214 N. Lincoln Rd. 

Escanaba, MI 49829 

906-789-9373 

St. Louis Sale every Monday 

Marion Dairy Sale 3rd Friday of 

each month. For dairy cattle call 
Chad @ 517-294-3484 or  

Paul @ 614-296-5038 
Collection point in Escanaba 

Call for more information 

(989)681-2191 

Stephenson Marketing 

Cooperative, Inc. 
Agricultural Services & Supplies 
 
Stephenson, MI        Powers, MI 
(800) 445-6167            (800) 962-
3008 

 

Oconto, WI            Aurora, WI
(920) 834-4500            (800) 962-

3007 

Michigan Meat  

Processing, Inc. 
 

Custom Slaughtering & Processing 

Cut, Wrap, and Frozen to your 

specifications. 

Beef, Pork, Lamb, & Wild Game 

3708 19th Ave. N., Escanaba, MI 

Plant: 906-789-7410 

Office: 906-789-7410 

Fax: 906-789-0233 

Rainbow Packing Inc. 
 

Harvesting-Processing 

Smoking-Sausage 

Vacuum Packaging Available 

Now the ONLY Facility Under 

USDA Inspection in  

Escanaba Area 

3532A 18th Road, Escanaba 

906-786-7098 
“Well Done is Better  

Than Well Said” 

USDA POULTRY PROCESSOR!!! 

 

Equity Cooperative Livestock 

Sales Association 

Collecting Cattle on Tuesdays at 

the Larry Linsmeier Farm north 

of Menominee, MI 

906-863-8123 

www.equitycoop.com 

 

Equity Cooperative Livestock 

Sales Association 

www.equitycoop.com 

WAUKON, IOWA 
Feeder Sales Schedule 

*  May-August: 2nd & 4th Thursdays 

*  Sept-April: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

See Your 
Ad Here 

For Only $30/
Month 

Call 906-884-4386 

for more information  

Bower Auctions 
 

 

Your Upper Peninsula logging, farm, 
and estate auctioneers. 

Bark River, Michigan 

906-466-9006 

www.bowerauctions.com 

Auctioneer Joe Bower, 4th genera-

tion Upper Peninsula family farmer 



 

 

Meetings & Events Calendar 
 

May 

4 Small Livestock and Poultry Swap and Sale, 8 am to Noon, See page 3 for details 

5 Annual Club Lamb Sale, 10 a.m. EST, 2 miles North of Bark River, MI  

  Contact Bob St. John 906-466-2535 or rastjohn@gmail.com 

5      FFA Alumni Congsignment Auction, Wallace, MI Contact: 906-753-4192 

9 Clare County Livestock Auction, Clare, MI 1 p.m., Contact 810-441-6191 

11 4-H Youth Market Livestock Clinic, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. CST at Iron County Fairgrounds, 

         Contact Iron County MSU Extension at 906-875-0606 See page 3 for details 

18 Pullorum Testing Certification class, 9 a.m. EST, UP State Fair Grounds,  

  Contact: Andrea by email royalfeathers@earthlink.net  

   or phone 906-864-2551 

 

 

JUNE 

8      Educational Program for UP Horse Owners, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm, at MSU      

 Extension Research Center, Chatham, MI, Contact Frank 906-884-4386 

725 Greenland Rd  

Ontonagon, MI 49953 
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U.P. Agriculture 

Connection 

Registered Maine  
Anjou and Angus 

CLAY KNOLL 
FARMS 

 
Open & Bred                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Heifers and                                                                                                                             

Breeding Age 
 Bulls 

available 
 
 

Breeding Cattle to  
Impact the Present and 
Influence the Future.  

Breeding Stock-Bulls 
Show Prospects– 

Steers 
 

Duane Simpkins & 
Sons 


